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As I begin my time
as your President, I
look back at what this
organization has done
for the members of the
bar, the courts and our
community. I want to
thank Judge Middleton
for everything she
did this past year. It
was another good year. I also want to
recognize all of our Past Presidents and
what they accomplished in lifting this
organization up and moving it forward.

Before I begin with how I see my Bar
year, I want to discuss how I see our
Bar. Recently, the Maryland State Bar
Association chose to amend their By-
Laws to limit our input as the largest local
Bar Association. This was done over
strenuous objection and sound rational
opposition by our representatives of
the MSBA Board of Governors (BOG)
and our membership. The BABC is now
capped at five representatives on the
BOG.

I am not spending time in this article
or in this coming year to rehash the
events leading up to the amendments
and the events of the day the vote
was taken. Suffice it to say, that not
only are we limited in our voice at
the State Bar, but they have created
a special class of representatives on
the Board of Governors that they will
select themselves. They are classifying
these new BOG positions as diversity
selections. However, as stated by the
President of the State Bar at the Legal
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The President’s Message

Access to Justice and Civility

Summit early last month, they are not
seeking input from the specialty bars.
These are the bars that represent more
diverse members. The State Bar has not
defined what they mean by diversity — is
it by sex, nationality, race, type of law
one practices? If you are also a member
of a specialty bar, you need to know that
your voice is muted on the selection of
these representatives.

The Bar Association of Baltimore
City is a very diverse Bar in and of
itself. So, I want this Bar, our Bar, to
concentrate on continuing our growth
and support of our members, the Courts,
and our community. We are the oldest
bar association in the State of Maryland,
and the 5th oldest bar association in the
United States of America. Our bar has
been at the forefront of the law and in
support of its members. We will continue
this path. We will continue to work with
other bar associations. However, with
the latest actions of the State Bar, we
will not be part of, or under an umbrella,
that the State Bar is trying to create.

Every President is asked if they will
have a theme for their year in office. This
year, my theme will be two-pronged. 1
want to continue the successful work
the Past Presidents have achieved on
Access to Justice, and I want to include
civility.

For Access for Justice, I am looking
for us to reduce the number of cases that
are available to help people in need of
legal services. If you have ever handled
cases from our Senior Legal Services,
through our Lawyer Referral Program,

or even through other programs
statewide, such as Maryland Volunteer
Lawyers Service, you understand the
people that need this assistance. There
are currently opportunities to help in
this area. With over 2000 members, we
should be able to decrease the number
of people needing legal services in our
community. So, what I'm asking all of
you to do during this year is to take
one case through Senior Legal Services
or the Maryland Volunteer Lawyers
program. Consider signing up for our
Lawyer Referral Program. This is an
opportunity to build your business as
this is not a free service.

On the issue of civility, which I do not
see as a major problem but see it as an
area we can always improve. I believe
that we can do better as professionals
and champions of what is right by
reminding ourselves to be more civil
in and out of the court system. I know
Covid has played a very interesting part
in our interaction with our colleagues;
but certainly, we can adapt to those
changes to make civility an important
part of the treatment of other counsel,
judges, and litigants. I think back to the
days when we would attend depositions.
Even if there were difficult questions
asked during the deposition, when
we finished and were packing up, we
would stand around and chat with each
other. Now, with many if not most of
our matters being done remotely, that
opportunity has been lost. Take a couple
of extra minutes before you sign off to
chat with

opposing counsel. I look at some of
the acerbic letters that are written and
how attorneys complain about that type
of interaction. It doesn’t make you a
better lawyer, and it doesn’t make your
position any more powerful. When you
are faced with a difficult decision, take
a breath, step back and come back to
it. Respond in an appropriate, but civil
manner. It’s one thing to make your
point, it'’s another thing to drive a stake.
Let us not only speak when we are at a
bar function or another type of event.
Let us all work harder and monitor how
we respond to each other, to the court,
and to litigants.

The best way to get to know other
attorneys is by joining a committee of
our Bar Association. So, if you're not a
member, join, select a committee, and
participate. You can serve on more than
one committee. Committees provide
our members with valuable information
and opportunities. Part of the value in
being a member of the Bar Association
of Baltimore City is that your CLEs are
free. You do not have to pay for them as
you do with other bar associations.

This year you have a strong slate of
officers representing you. If you have an
idea, a suggestion, or even a concern,
please contact me. We are always
looking to be better, and we can only be
better with your help.

I thank all of you for your continued
support in the programs and activities of
YOUR Bar Association.

Young Lawyers’

Division Update

Dear Summer, we are going to miss you but it’s time for us to grow.

First, thank you to
James Robinson, the
entire YLD Council,
and everyone who
has contributed and
continues to support
this wonderful
organization. James
provided exceptional
and outstanding
leadership which allowed the YLD
to host events and programs as we
continued to navigate the constant
transitions from full on pandemic mode
to re-opening. I am forever grateful to
James for his mentorship these past few
months and will certainly take him up on
his offer for advice moving forward.

Officially, this will be my last year as
a young lawyer and while reflecting on
what to say at the Annual Meeting and
goals for the upcoming year, it struck me
that I never expected to be here.

I didn’t grow up in Maryland, no one
in my family is a lawyer, and I didn’t even
think about becoming one until halfway
through my undergraduate career.
I'd hardly heard of Baltimore when I
moved here and initially, I was not a
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fan. Baltimore reminded me of a bigger,
better located, and less southern version
of my hometown, Richmond, Virginia.
However; 14 years later, I think it’s safe
to say Charm City officially charmed me
and the YLD has been an essential aspect
of my life that has resulted in Baltimore
becoming my home.

Trying to understand the geography,
history, and culture of a new place
has always been important to me as
has service and giving back to the
community. The YLD is instrumental
to my feeling connected to Baltimore.
We do so much as an organization
with a modest budget from CLEs, to
happy hour networking events, helping
students compete in mock trials, the
annual holiday party for children living
in shelters — there is truly something in
this organization for everyone.

That’s not to say we don’t have room
for improvement and more work to do.
During the pandemic, a phenomenal
woman attorney, mentor, and trailblazer
introduced me to the book, Finding
Justice: A History of Women Lawyers
in Maryland since 1642. The book
contains a 96-page list of women who

were admitted to the Maryland Bar from
1902 to 2014. My mentor was admitted
in 1978 and is on page 5. My name,
Sara Mohamed Samy El-Shall, appears
on page 90. It still gives me pause for
thought to see my name in print in the
publication and provides a glimpse
of what it must have been like for our
predecessors to fight for real change.

While it is important to continue
our traditional staple events, I want to
re-mix the “Best of YLD Hits” and I'm
asking all of you to help us grow. We
need more diversity in YLD leadership.
In our continual pursuit to find justice,
we must expand our outreach and
impact. More involvement from public
interest attorneys, law clerks, Legal Aid
attorneys, assistant states attorneys, and
assistant public defenders would add
great value and perspective to the YLD.
My personal goal is to meet someone
new at every event or program we
have this upcoming year and would be
thrilled if each of you joined me in this
challenge. Obviously, we are a group
of volunteers and more than anything I
want us to have fun this year and include
as many people as possible.

Our go-to events are great, but let’s
also spice things up a bit. For example,
the Life and the Law Committee could
host a Bollywood-themed dance class,
or the Public Service Committee could
partner with organizations we haven't
worked with in a while such as CASA
Maryland or Tahirih Justice Center. We
can be more effective in reaching out to
law students, collaborating with their
organizational events, and getting them
involved earlier. If COVID taught us
anything, it’s that our time is valuable,
and we cannot waste it.

I wish you all a remaining happy,
healthy, and joyful summer. For those of
you who didn’t pick-up on my hopefully
subtle Jay-Z nod in the title of this
article, let’s return from the summer
with an “Empire State of Mind.” Our
city benches proclaim Baltimore is
the greatest city in America and I truly
believe that the YLD can contribute to
that aspiration. There’s nothing we can’t
do. Let’s hear it for Baltimore and inspire
our community and future leaders to feel
brand new.

POST ALL YOUR EVENTS FREE ON OUR CALENDAR

Visit TheDailyRecord.com/Calendar or click ‘calendar’ under ‘resources.’ Fill out the form and submit. Your event listing will appear on TheDailyRecord.com and in our print edition.




MARK YOUR CALENDARS

AUGUST 14
BABC Board Orientation

OCTOBER 4
Crab Feast

OCTOBER 12
Cabaret & Cabernet

NOVEMBER 7
Supreme Court Admissions

NOVEMBER 18
National Adoption Day

NOVEMBER 21

Past President’s Luncheon

THANK YOU
TO OUR LAW FIRM SPONSORS

Albers & Associates
Frost & Associates, LLC

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC
Law Offices of Peter T. Nicholl
Silverman, Thompson, Slutkin & White LLC
Venable, LLP

Brown, Goldstein & Levy, LLP
Goodell, Devries, Leech & Dann, LLP
Gordon Feinblatt LLC
Hogan Lovells US LLP

Ballard Spahr, LLP
Baxter, Baker, Sidle, Conn & Jones, P.A.
Bekman, Marder, Hopper, Malarkey & Perlin, LLC
Ferguson, Schetelich & Ballew, P.A.
Kramon & Graham, P.A.
Miles & Stockbridge
Niles, Barton & Wilmer, LLP
Pessin Katz Law P.A.
Rosenberg Martin Greenberg, LLP
Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP
Shapiro Sher Guinot & Sandler, P.A.
Shawe & Rosenthal, LLP

Robert D. Anbinder
Hon. Edward J. Angeletti
Hon. Robert M. Bell
Jonathan M. Binstock
Richard C. Bittner
Hon. Charles M. Blomquist
Hon. Pamila J. Brown
Hon. Catherine Chen
Stephanie D. Cohen
Gerardine M. Delambo
Hon. Timothy ). Doory
Sara El-Shall
Robert L. Ferguson, Jr.
Hon. Joan Bossmann Gordon
Hon. Althea M. Handy
Milos Jovanovic
Hon. Darren L. Kadish
Hon. Robert B. Kershaw
Paul R. Kramer
Cynthia Leppert
Hon. Lynn Stewart Mays
Hon. Myshala E. Middleton
Hon. John P. Miller

Anamika R. Moore
James W. Motsay
Jonas Todd Needleman
Alice G. Pinderhughes
Divya Potdar
Samuel R. Pulver
Valda G. Ricks
James P. Robinson
Rachel Samakow
Michael P. Scanlon
Linda L. Shields
Kerri Smith
Hon. Kathleen M. Sweeney
George G. Tankard
Elva E. Tillman
Gwen B. Tromley
Jeffrey Trueman
Derek Van De Walle
Hon. Anthony F. Vittoria
John Warshawsky
Hon. Barbara Baer Waxman
Mark A. Yost

The generous support of Sustaining Members of the Bar Association of Baltimore City greatly
assists this bar association in fulfilling its mission and achieving further growth and success.
The unwavering dedication of these members ensures the BABC will continue its long and
distinguished tradition of service to our legal community and the public. If you are interested
in becoming a Sustaining Member, please contact Karen Fast at kfast@baltimorebar.org.

THANK YOU TO OUR
CORPORATE SPONSORS

DIAMOND
Nota by M&T Bank

PLATINUM

Filevine
The Bar Associations Insurance Agency, Inc.
The Daily Record
The McCammon Group, Ltd.

GoLD

CRC Salomon Court Reporting
Excelsia / Multi-Specialty Healthcare
Vallit Advisors, LLC

SILVER

Bar Prep Hero
Byte Right Support, Inc.
Ellin & Tucker
Mid-Atlantic Spinal Rehab & Chiropractic
MyCase
Adobe

Post your events on our calendar: Visit TheDailyRecord.com/Calendar or click ‘calendar’ under ‘resources.’




Senior Legal Services &
The Baltimore Bar Foundation, Inc.

Presents its
oth Annual Fundraiser & Volunteer Recqgnition Event

Cabaret & Cabernet

Featuring Members & Friends cf the Bar

Tﬁursofay, October 12
6:00 | p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

University of Maryland
Francis King Careij School of Law
Westminster Hall - S19W. Fayette Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

6:00-6:45 Registmtion & Cocktail Hour
6:45-7:00 Awards Presentation
7:00-8:00 Cabaret

To register, ykase Visit; www.ﬁa[timoreﬁam(q




Grow
Your .
Practice

HOW TO APPLY:

=
61

Fill out the LRIS application
online and upload your
Insurance Policy.

Once your application is
processed, you will be
interviewed by a member
of the LRIS Committee.

Once approved, you will
be referred to clients
matching the panel(s)
chosen by you.

The Bar Association of Baltimore City's
Lawyer Referral and Information Service

is experiencing a record number of referrals
and is in need of additional attorneys

to meet the demand.

Joining LRIS provides an excellent opportunity
for not only solo and small firm practitioners,
but newly admitted attorneys to grow their
clientele and practice.

The BABC LRIS is an
ABA Approved Lawyer Referral Service

~ For more
iINnformation

E-MAIL ALAINA BOSWELL AT:
ABOSWELL@BALTIMOREBAR.ORG

Group Admission to the Supreme Court of the United States

Tuesday, November 7
Cost Per Applicant: $325
Court allows one guest per
applicant. Registration fee for
guests is $100.

Optional Lunch: $20 per person

Registration is Limited
to 12 Applicants

Registration Fee Includes:
Supreme Court Admission Fee
Breakfast at the Supreme Court
Swearing-in

Oral Arguments

Group Photo

Supreme Court Lecture

To Qualify for Admission

You must have been admitted to

Completed applications are due no
later than Monday, August 7th. To
obtain an application package,

the practice of law for three years
prior to the date of application

Time to Renew!

Don't miss exciting events put on by
The Bar Association of Baltimore City,
The Young Lawyers' Division
and The Baltimore Bar Foundation.
And don't forger, all CLEs are FREE for members!

Forgot o renew your

membership? Renew today at:

www.baltimorebar.org
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The Bar Associalion a/ Ballimore Ciy
tnvites you lo owr

ANNUAL CRAB FEAST

6526 HOLABIRD AVENUE
BALTIMORE, MD 21224

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4
5:30 P.M. - 8:30 P.M.

Join us for Crabs, Pit Beef,

Fried Chicken, Pasta and more!

BABC MEMBERS & GUESTS: $80
CHILDREN 10 & UNDER: $35

ALL FRIENDS & FAMILY OF THE BABC INVITED!
ALWAYS A SELL-OUT - REGISTER EARLY!

PRICE WILL GO UP $10 AT THE DOOR.

email us at info@baltimorebar.org

To register, please visit:

For more information, please visit: www.baltimorebar.org/calendar www.baltimorebar.org/calendar

If you have questions or concerns, please call us at 410-539-5936.

POST ALL YOUR EVENTS FREE
ON OUR CALENDAR

Visit TheDailyRecord.com/Calendar
or click ‘calendar’ under ‘resources.
Fill out the form and submit.

Get breaking
news in your

Visit
TheDailyRecord.com
tosignup tobea
TDR Insider today.

MARYLAND
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Your event listing will appear on
TheDailyRecord.com and in our print edition.

morning!




