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Moving Forward Together!

And The YLD Award Goes To…

Ethics Hotline Volunteer 
George Mahaffey: 410-783-4000
Christopher D. Wright: 410-696-7861

W o m e n ’ s 
History Month 
(WHM) began 
as a week-long 
celebration in 
1982 and was 
expanded to a 
month in 1987.  
The purpose 
of WHM is 
to honor and 
recognize the 

accomplishments of women throughout 
history.  Since 1995, U.S. Presidents have 
issued proclamations designating March 
as WHM with March 8 being designated as 
International Women’s Day.    The National 
Women’s History Alliance (NWHA) 
selects and publishes a theme for the 
year and this year, the theme is “Moving 
Forward Together! Women Educating 
and Inspiring Generations.”  Through this 
theme, the NWHA seeks to encourage 
us all to highlight the collective strength 
and influence of women in leadership, 
mentorship and education.

In honoring WHM, I would first like to 
thank all the women who have served as 
president of our illustrious organization.  
I thank them for their time, leadership, 
mentorship and legal education provided 
during their tenure.  These extraordinary 

women include Sheila K. Sachs, Alison 
L. Asti, The Honorable Pamila J. 
Brown, Katherine Kelly Howard, The 
Honorable Joan Bossman Gordon, 
Mary Alice Smolerek, The Honorable 
Lynn Stewart Mays, Cynthia Leppert, 
Kelly Hughes Iverson, The Honorable 
Dana M. Middleton, and The Honorable 
Myshala Middleton.  Additionally, as it 
just so happens, this is the first time in 
the Bar’s history that there are three 
women leading all three of the Bar’s 
organizations, which include the Bar 
Association of Baltimore City (BABC), 
The Young Lawyers’ Division of the Bar 
Association of Baltimore City (YLD), and 
The Baltimore Bar Foundation (BBF). I 
am currently serving as president of the 
BABC, Rachel Samakow is chair of the 
YLD and Maryland State Public Defender, 
Natasha M. Dartigue is president of the 
BBF.  Together, we are women working 
collaboratively to educate and inspire 
members of the legal community for 
generations to come.  And because of 
their commitment to excellence, I would 
like to take a moment to highlight the 
accomplishments of my fellow female 
leaders.

Rachel W. Samakow, a senior 
attorney with Chesapeake Employers’ 
Insurance, focuses her practice on 
workers’ compensation litigation. In 

her in-house counsel role, Rachel also 
provides legal advice and guidance on a 
wide array of issues within the workers’ 
compensation canon. Rachel has been 
an active member of the Bar Association 
of Baltimore City since 2013. Currently 
serving as the Chair for the Young 
Lawyers’ Division, Rachel has previously 
served as Treasurer, Elected Member, Co-
Chair for the Membership Committee, 
and has contributed to the organization 
as a member of the Public Education 
Committee, the Events Committee, and 
the Public Relations Committee. Rachel 
was the recipient of the 2022 Young 
Lawyers’ Division Rising Star Award.  
Rachel attended the George Washington 
University, where she graduated cum 
laude before earning her Juris Doctor 
from the University of Baltimore School 
of Law in 2012. During law school, Rachel 
was a research assistant, participated as 
a Spanish translator for the Immigrants’ 
Rights Clinic, and competed in the Robert 
F. Wagner Moot Court Competition.

Natasha M. Dartigue is the current 
Maryland State Public Defender whose 
six-year appointment term began on July 
1, 2022. Ms. Dartigue is a 1995 graduate 
of the Howard University School of Law. 
Upon law school graduation she clerked 
in the Baltimore City Circuit Court for the 
late Judge Roger W. Brown. Subsequently, 

she began working at the Office of the 
Public Defender in Baltimore City. Ms. 
Dartigue has worked as a trial attorney 
in the juvenile, district and circuit court 
divisions. She has also served as felony 
trial supervisor, Deputy District Public 
Defender for Baltimore City, and Acting 
District Public Defender before accepting 
the position of Maryland State Public 
Defender in May 2022. Ms. Dartigue 
is the first person of color to lead the 
Maryland Office of the Public Defender. 
Ms. Dartigue, who is the daughter of 
Haitian immigrants, has highlighted the 
importance of her historic appointment, 
noting that it “redefines what leadership 
looks like and expands the possibilities for 
Black and brown children.” She adds that 
it “especially provides hope to children 
of immigrants, who are often overlooked 
and undervalued, that opportunities do 
exist.”

As you can see, I am in the company 
of two phenomenal women, and we are 
all standing on the shoulders of all the 
great female attorneys and judges who 
came before us.  I speak for us all when I 
say that we look forward to continuing to 
“Move Forward Together.” 

We are One. One City. One Profession. 
One Bar (led by dynamic women).

H o l l y w o o d 
i s  current ly 
c e l e b r a t i n g 
awards season, 
and I’m watching 
the Oscars as I tap 
out this article. A 
fun fact about me 
is that I am a huge 
movie buff, but I’m 
admittedly behind 
in my screenings 

of all the Oscar contenders (the whole 
lawyering, mothering, chairing legal clubs 
thing has been keeping me busy).

I love watching the Oscars; seeing 
actors and others in the entertainment 
industry be recognized by their peers for 
their outstanding work, it’s inspiring. I feel 
the same level of enthusiasm watching my 
peers be recognized for their outstanding 
work as well, a lot of which takes place 
outside of a courtroom.

I am in awe of how some of our YLD 
crew make event planning look absolutely 

effortless. Or how some of our newer 
board members have thrown themselves 
right into the mix making contributions 
that have elevated both our programing, 
and our team. One of the things I look 
forward to most during the bar year is 
when we take a pause to recognize the 
phenomenal work done by our YLD team.

So. with the Oscars on in the 
background, let me tell you a bit about 
YLD Award season.

There are four awards given to 
members of the YLD annually. The first 
is the Bar Association of Baltimore 
City’s Annual Presidential Award, which 
is presented at the Past Presidents’ 
Luncheon. The description of the award 
is as follows:

The Bar Association of Baltimore 
City’s Annual Presidential Awards are 
presented to two individuals (one of 
whom shall be a member of the Young 
Lawyers’ Division) who are members of 
the Bar Association of Baltimore City who 
have: 1) selflessly undertaken community, 

civic, and/or charitable service which 
brings honor to the profession, and/or 
2) who have devoted time and energy 
to the Bar Association of Baltimore 
City through substantial work on BABC 
committees, or other exemplary service 
to the Association. 

The three remaining YLD awards 
are presented at our annual YLD Spring 
Social and Awards Reception:

The YLD Public Service Award 
recognizes a member of the YLD who 
has dedicated significant time and energy 
to public service activities and/or other 
community service. The nominee must 
have actively served as a member of a 
YLD Committee for at least one (1) year. 
The nominee shall not have been paid for 
the public service work being recognized. 

The YLD Rising Star Award recognizes 
a member of the YLD who recently has 
made significant contributions to the 
BABC and who shows promise as a future 
YLD leader. The nominee must have 
actively served as a member of a YLD 

Committee for at least one (1) year. 
The YLD Sustained Leadership Award 

recognizes a member of the YLD who 
has made significant contributions to 
the YLD through sustained service in a 
leadership capacity. The nominee shall 
have shown outstanding dedication and 
made significant contributions to the YLD 
as a leader and mentor and supported 
the YLD Council and its programs. The 
nominee must have been an active leader 
in the YLD for a minimum of five (5) years 
in order to be eligible for this award. 

When you were reading through these 
award descriptions, if anyone immediately 
came to mind, please reach out to us to 
nominate them- you do not have to be 
a YLD member to submit a nomination! 
Help us recognize those who really make 
the BABC and YLD all that it is! 

Well, the wrap up music has started 
playing, so I’ll take my cue…

To submit a nomination for a YLD 
Award, e-mail us at info@baltimorebar.
org.

The Hon. Teresa Epps 
Cummings, President of 
the Bar Association of 

Baltimore City

Rachel Samakow, Chair 
of the Young Lawyers’ 

Division



Tuesday, March 18, 202510A  TheDailyRecord.com

POST ALL YOUR EVENTS FREE ON OUR CALENDAR
Visit TheDailyRecord.com/Calendar or click ‘calendar’ under ‘resources.’  

Fill out the form and submit.

Your event listing will appear on  
TheDailyRecord.com and in our print edition.
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Follow The Daily Record on social!


