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Thankful for the Rule of Law

It’s the most YLD time of the year!

Ethics Hotline Volunteer 
George Mahaffey: 410-783-4000
Christopher D. Wright: 410-696-7861

T u e s d a y , 
N o v e m b e r 
5, 2024, is 
election day 
in the United 
States.  Most 
citizens will 
be anxiously 
awaiting the 
election results 
as this may 
be one of the 
most important 

elections in our lifetime.  A lot is at 
stake, both locally and nationally.  
And while there may be congressional 
power shifts and an occupancy change 
at the White House, one thing will 
remain the same and that is the role 
that the Rule of Law will continue to 
play regardless of the outcome of the 

election.  
The Rule of Law has allowed 

societal norms to be established and 
maintained if citizens continue to 
agree that it is important to follow the 
rules and if the rules have not become 
impossible to follow.  At times, the 
Rule of Law can be predictable and 
at other times the Rule of Law can 
be unfair.  But it is unfathomable to 
contemplate a society without the 
order and precedence which is the 
byproduct of the Rule of Law. 

According to the American Bar 
Association, in 2007, ABA President 
William Neukom established the World 
Justice Project. The World Justice 
Project recognizes the problem that 
“the ‘rule of law’ is a frequently used 
term that is rarely defined.”  The 
World Justice Project has proposed a 

working definition of the rule of law 
that comprises four principles:
1.	A system of self-government in 

which all persons, including the 
government, are accountable under 
the law

2.	A system based on fair, publicized, 
broadly understood and stable laws

3.	A fair, robust, and accessible 
legal process in which rights and 
responsibilities based in law are 
evenly enforced

4.	Diverse ,  competent ,  and 
independent lawyers and judges 
Considering the guiding principles 

of the Rule of Law, on Thanksgiving 
as we are gathering with family and 
friends to give thanks, let us not forget 
to be thankful for the Rule of Law.  
Be thankful that despite our societal 
challenges, we still live in a civil 

society where all persons are to be held 
accountable under the law.  This is not 
to say that accountability is always 
swift or equitable, but we still must 
be thankful that there is a system in 
place.  Let us be thankful for a system 
that is fundamentally clear, available 
for scrutiny by all and while it is a 
system that may sometimes be slow to 
change. the pace at which change does 
occur allows for the system to remain 
stable.  Be thankful for a system 
that can be a means of strength and 
power for the marginalized members 
of our society.  And, finally, let us all 
be thankful for being members of a 
profession which is on the front-line 
as the first defenders of the Rule of 
Law which remains the bedrock of our 
democracy.

Happy Day of Gratitude to you all!

If you’ve been 
shopping lately, 
you may have 
noticed your 
grocery store 
and HomeGoods 
a i s l e s  h a v e 
recently been 
taken over by 
Christmas. From 
p e p p e r m i n t 
P e e p s 

marshmallows, to embroidered 
placemats with matching glassware, 
the holiday season is upon us, (or if 

you’ve been in any candle aisles lately, 
assaulting us nasally). Which in the YLD 
world means one thing: it’s time for The 
Holiday Party for Children in Shelters!

If you’ve never been to this fabulous 
fete, The YLD takes over the Maryland 
Science Center and transforms it into 
a kids’ holiday “happening.” With arts 
and crafts, a magic show, an awesome 
meal for the kids and their families, and 
a photo op with Santa, the kids’ party 
really is holiday magic in action.

So how do the YLD elves put it all 
together? Through donations from 
our legal community! Whether that’s 

bidding on a silent auction item at the 
BABC Holiday party, writing a check 
on behalf of you or your firm, or just 
handing us a stack of cash (we’re not 
picky), those donations go a long way. 
You can choose to sponsor a specific 
party item, such as dinner, gifts for the 
kids, transportation to and from the 
shelters, or just give a general donation. 

The other great way to support 
the YLD is to volunteer alongside us 
at the party. An extra set of hands is 
always welcome, and I promise you’ll 
have a great time and will leave with 
some warm fuzzies from seeing the 

kids have a blast. The party is also the 
only place you’ll see me in a menorah 
headband just in case you need any 
extra incentive to join. 

So, turn on that radio station that’s 
already playing Christmas carols 
even though we haven’t finished our 
Thanksgiving turkey, and support the 
YLD on December 10th at the Maryland 
Science Center!

To donate an item for the Silent 
Auction, or to make a donation, 
please contact the bar office at info@
baltimorebar.org. 

Rachel Samakow, Chair 
of the Young Lawyers’ 

Division

The Hon. Teresa Epps 
Cummings, President of 
the Bar Association of 

Baltimore City
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