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 We Can All Be a Cheerful Giver 

“Holiday Traditions from the YLD”

Ethics Hotline Volunteer 
George Mahaffey: 410-783-4000
Christopher D. Wright: 410-696-7861

I  l o v e 
e v e r y t h i n g 
a b o u t  t h i s 
time of year. I 
love the family 
g a t h e r i n g s , 
festive events, 
a b u n d a n c e 
of desserts, 
the  mus ic , 
s t o r e f r o n t 
d e c o r a t i o n s 
(not to mention 

the week it takes me to decorate my 
home) and seeing the twinkle in the 
eyes of children of all ages. But what 
I love most about December is this 
is usually when many of us donate 
to our favorite charities or volunteer 
with organizations providing support 
to those in need. Unfortunately, 
there is never a shortage of those in 
need and as members of the legal 
profession, December gives us one 
last opportunity to be of service to 
others before the year ends. And while 

giving should never be done out of 
obligation, that is exactly how some 
approach community service, pro 
bono work or financial support. As 
we are heading toward the new year, 
I wanted to leave you all with some 
thoughts regarding cheerful giving 
that we can all carry with us into 2025. 

A “cheerful giver” gives from the 
heart, without ulterior motives, and 
finds joy in giving. They are the ones 
who give because they genuinely 
want to make an impact in the lives 
of others. Here are some thoughts and 
reflections on how to be a cheerful 
giver: 

Ensure that you have a posi-
tive mindset. 

Approach giving with a feeling 
of gratitude that you are fortunate 
to have the means to give and as 
an opportunity to be a blessing to 
others. Take a moment to reflect on 
organizations or services that you 
consider to be important to you, your 

family, or your firm. Seek to find a way 
to make your giving a team activity 
because the more people involved, the 
greater the impact. 

Give without expectation. 
Do not allow your giving to be 

motivated by a desire for recognition. 
Your giving should not be motivated 
by a desire to see your name in lights 
or to have your name read at the 
next awards ceremony. A cheerful 
giver should be content with giving 
anonymously while relishing in the 
joy one feels knowing that their 
contribution has improved the life of 
another human being. 

Give from the heart. 
Your giving should be sincere 

and done out of love for your fellow 
human being. Do not give because of 
guilt or out of obligation. 

Consider the needs of others. 
Do not give anything that you would 

not use yourself. Most charitable 
organizations have a wish list. Take 
a moment to acclimate yourself with 
the needs of the organization and the 
demographic which they serve.

 
Give generously but within 
your means. 

Always be cognizant of your 
limitations and giving does not always 
need to involve spending money. You 
can donate your time at a food bank, 
or you could volunteer your time and 
legal 

expertise by taking on a pro bono 
case. There are many pro bono and 
access to legal services organizations 
who would welcome you as a 
volunteer. 

No matter who, what or how you 
observe the upcoming holidays, I wish 
you all peace and joy as we close out 
2024 and usher in all that 2025 has to 
offer. Please take time to be a cheerful 
giver while also taking a moment to 
rest and recharge. Happy Holidays!

W h e n  I 
th ink  about 
the holidays, 
the first thing 
t h a t  c o m e s 
to mind is my 
grandmother’s 
g i n g e r b r e a d 
cookies.  She 
would lovingly 
m a k e  o n e 
look like each 

member of our family. I remember 
rushing to the “no-no” room with 
my cousins (the only time we 
were allowed in there was during 
Hanukkah) and each of us picking 
up our cookie doppelganger.

The level  of  detail  my 
grandmother would include—like my 
grandfather’s glasses or my sister’s 
hair color and length—still means so 
much to me all these years later. Of 
course, it wasn’t about the treat but 

about how much love we felt in my 
grandmother making them.

I’m excited to continue this 
tradition in our home this year, 
along with some newer traditions, 
including some family downtime 
where Mom and Dad will take a 
break and order a pizza.

It’s been a long, fun, hectic, and 
event-filled year for the YLD, and 
I’d be remiss if I didn’t take this 
opportunity to say thank you to all 

our sponsors, volunteers, donors, 
and vendors who helped us put on 
our Holiday Party for Children in 
Shelters. It was an amazing event 
where we had pre-COVID levels of 
guests join us to celebrate. From the 
bottom of our very full hearts, thank 
you!

On behalf of the YLD, we hope 
you have a wonderful holiday season, 
and we’ll see you next year!

The Hon. Teresa Epps 
Cummings, President of 
the Bar Association of 

Baltimore City

Rachel Samakow, Chair 
of the Young Lawyers’ 

Division
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to be a TDR Insider today.
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POST ALL YOUR EVENTS FREE ON OUR CALENDAR 
Visit TheDailyRecord.com/Calendar or click ‘calendar’ under ‘resources.’ Fill out the form and submit. 

Your event listing will appear on TheDailyRecord.com and in our print edition.


